
 City Council 200 North Brazil 

  Los Fresnos, TX  78566 

 Regular Meeting http://citylf.cloudaccess.net/en// 

 

 ~ Agenda ~  

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 6:00 PM City Hall 

Generated 9/7/2017 10:07 AM 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS 

FRESNOS PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 551, TITLE 5 OF THE TEXAS GOVERNMENT 

CODE, THE TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT, WILL MEET ON TUESDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2017 AT 6:00 PM AT CITY HALL, 200 NORTH BRAZIL ST, LOS 

FRESNOS, TX 78566. 

I. AGENDA 

1. Call meeting to order  

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance  

3. Consent Agenda 

1. Approval or rejection of Minutes from August 1, 2017, August 8, 2017 

and August 24, 2017 meetings.  

2. Approval or rejection to approve bid received for fire hydrant annual 

maintenance.  

3. Consideration and ACTION to approve the purchasing of a police patrol 

vehicle.  

4. Approval or rejection to approve the bids received for the following: A.  

Chemicals B.  Lot Mowing C.  Official Newspaper D.  Pest Control E.  

Vehicle Washing and Vacuuming  

5. Approval or rejection to approve a Resolution designating the official 

newspaper for fiscal year 2017/2018.  

4. Visitor Remarks - To speak you must sign in with City Secretary prior to the 

meeting and you have a limit of 3 minutes to speak. 

5. Public Hearing 

1. Public Hearing to receive comments from the public on the proposed 

budget for fiscal year 2017/2018.  

6. Action Items 
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1. Consideration and ACTION on a resolution to nominate a person for 

Position 9 on the Cameron Appraisal District Board of Directors.  

2. Consideration and ACTION to approve service agreements for fiscal year 

2017/2018 for the following: A.  Los Fresnos Chamber of Commerce B.  

Los Fresnos Ambulance Service C.  Los Fresnos Volunteer Fire 

Department D.  Los Fresnos Boys & Girls Club  

3. Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of Ordinance 486 

for regulating the physical use, occupancy and maintenance of city rights-

of-way by wireless network providers.  

4. Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of Ordinance 487 

approving a design manual for installation of network nodes and node 

support poles; and approving a pole attachment agreement regulating the 

installation of network nodes on city service poles and utility poles due to 

SB 1004.  

5. Consideration and ACTION to approve Fee Schedule.  

6. Consideration and ACTION to appoint a person to the Los Fresnos 

Housing Authority.  

7. Consideration and ACTION to ratify the property tax increase as reflected 

in the 2017/2018 budget.  

8. Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of Ordinance 484 

adopting the budgets for fiscal year 2017/2018.  

9. Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of Ordinance 485 

approving the 2017 tax roll and levying municipal ad valorem taxes for the 

use, benefit and support of the City and directing the assessment and 

collection thereof.  

7. Acknowledgement of City Manager's Report 

1. A.  Wastewater Plant Update B.  Water Plant Update C.  Water & 

Wastewater Engineering Study D.  Whipple Road Wastewater Extension 

E.  Nature Park F.  Hike & Bike Trails G.  Montes-Castro Park H.  TxDot 

Sidewalk Projects I.  Welcome Sign J.  CDBG 2015-2016 Grant K.  

Memorial Park  

8. Acknowledgement of Department Head Reports 
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1. Finance Report 1.  Monthly Report 2.  Year-to-Date  

2. Public Works Report 1.  Water and Wastewater Activity 2.  Calls for 

Service 3.  Building Permits 4.  Recycling  

3. Police Department Report 1.  Arrests 2.  Incidents 3.  Accidents  

4. Municipal Court Report 1.  Monthly Report  

5. Library Report 1.  Monthly Report  

6. Fire Marshal's Report 1.  Monthly Report  

9. Adjournment  

This is to certify that I, Pam Denny, posted this agenda on the front bulletin board of the City 

Hall on September 7, 2017 on or before 5:30 p.m. and it shall remain so posted continuously for 

at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of said meeting. 

 

 

        ________________________ 

        Pam Denny, City Secretary 

 

Persons with any disabilities that would like to attend meetings must notify City Secretary 24 

hours in advance so that the City can make arrangements for that disabled person. 
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Approval or rejection of Minutes from August 1, 2017, August 
8, 2017 and August 24, 2017 meetings. 

I recommend approval. 

1.3.1
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Approval or rejection to approve bid received for fire hydrant 
annual maintenance. 

The 3 year contract for maintenance of the fire hydrants is expired.  The prior agreement prices 

with East Texas Meter & Hydrant Services were as follows:  $42 for 2014-2015, $45 for 2015-

2016, $48 for 2016-2017, $700 for a complete overhaul, $175 for a top end overhaul.   

 

We advertised and sent out proposals to known companies that do this work.  We only received 1 

bid.  The prices were lower than the prior contract.  The company checked out when references 

were contacted. 

 

I recommend approval of Puttbro's for a 3 year agreement as bid. 
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Consideration and ACTION to approve the purchasing of a 
police patrol vehicle. 

At the last budget workshop the Council directed me to look at the current budget to see if we 

could find the funds to replace the PD patrol vehicle that was involved in the accident.  There are 

funds available.  We estimated property taxes to be $1,094,154 but already have $1,101,124 or 

$6,970 more than expected.  We estimated sales taxes to be $970,000 but already have $910,671 

or an average of $82,788.  If we meet the average we will have $993,459 or $23,459 more than 

expected.  We estimates court revenue to be $440,000 but already have $441,118 as of 

September 1.  We estimate September revenue to be $25,000.  Conservatively we should have 

well over $50,000 which is enough to purchase the replacement PD vehicle. 

 

The estimate on a 2016 Ford Interceptor Sedan is $26,180.50.  Lights, equipment, radios, 

computer, striping, etc. will be no more than $3,819.50 for a total of $30,000.00  

 

I recommend approval of purchasing the new 2016 patrol unit and needed equipment for no 

more than $30,000.00. 
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Approval or rejection to approve the bids received for the 
following: A.  Chemicals B.  Lot Mowing C.  Official 

Newspaper D.  Pest Control E.  Vehicle Washing and 
Vacuuming 

I recommend approval. 
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Approval or rejection to approve a Resolution designating 
the official newspaper for fiscal year 2017/2018. 

We have to pass a resolution designating the official newspaper even though it was approved 

under the bid item. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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Public Hearing to receive comments from the public on the 
proposed budget for fiscal year 2017/2018. 

This is an opportunity for the public to comment on the proposed budget.  The Council is not to 

respond during the public comments.  City staff can respond or the item can be discussed later in 

the meeting if it is on the agenda during that specific agenda item.  If it is not on the agenda it 

can be requested to be placed on the next meeting's agenda. 
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Consideration and ACTION on a resolution to nominate a 
person for Position 9 on the Cameron Appraisal District 

Board of Directors. 
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Consideration and ACTION to approve service agreements 
for fiscal year 2017/2018 for the following: A.  Los Fresnos 

Chamber of Commerce B.  Los Fresnos Ambulance Service 
C.  Los Fresnos Volunteer Fire Department D.  Los Fresnos 

Boys & Girls Club 

The agreements for the Chamber, EMS and Fire Departments are the same as they were last year 

and what was discussed during the budget meetings.  The Boy's & Girls Club agreement is the 

amount and what the Council directed during the budget meetings. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of 
Ordinance 486 for regulating the physical use, occupancy 
and maintenance of city rights-of-way by wireless network 

providers. 

This is a requirement to meet the new state law that allows network nodes to be places in city 

right-of-ways.  This is what TML suggests to utilize.  We already have a company wanting to put 

these up. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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 City Council Meeting: 09/12/17 06:00 PM 
 200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary 

 Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Ordinances 
  Prepared By: Pam Denny 

 REVIEWED Initiator: Pam Denny 

 Sponsors:  

 ACTION ITEM (ID # 2315) DOC ID: 2315 A 

Updated: 9/7/2017 9:32 AM by Mark Milum A Page 1 

Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of 
Ordinance 487 approving a design manual for installation of 

network nodes and node support poles; and approving a 
pole attachment agreement regulating the installation of 

network nodes on city service poles and utility poles due to 
SB 1004. 

This is a requirement to meet the new state law that allows network nodes to be places in city 

right-of-ways.  This is what TML suggests to utilize.  We already have a company wanting to put 

these up. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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 City Council Meeting: 09/12/17 06:00 PM 
 200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary 

 Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Agreement 
  Prepared By: Pam Denny 

 REVIEWED Initiator: Pam Denny 

 Sponsors:  

 ACTION ITEM (ID # 2309) DOC ID: 2309 B 

Updated: 9/6/2017 5:21 PM by Mark Milum B Page 1 

Consideration and ACTION to approve Fee Schedule. 

Attached is the fee schedule for the garbage dumpsters showing the increase as discussed during 

the budget workshop meetings.  If you recall we are simply passing the increased cost to the city 

on to the user.  It also has the fees for the network nodes and related items.  These are set by state 

law.  All other fees remain the same.  

 

I recommend approval. 
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 City Council Meeting: 09/12/17 06:00 PM 
 200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary 
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 ACTION ITEM (ID # 2314) DOC ID: 2314 A 

Updated: 9/6/2017 3:42 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1 

Consideration and ACTION to appoint a person to the Los 
Fresnos Housing Authority. 

Due to the death of David Winstead, a new member is needed.  His term expires October 2017 so 

a person will need to be appointed for August and September and then the regular 2 year term 

until October 2019.  A blank form is attached for your use. 

1.6.6
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Citizen application for appointment to a City of Los Fresnos Board Seat 

 

Please return to:  City Secretary, 200 N. Brazil Street, Los Fresnos, TX 78566 

      

ALL INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD 

 
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 

NAME ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Last)     (First)      (MI) 

 

HOME ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MAILING ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY_________________________________________ ZIP _________ 

 

HOME PHONE NUMBER: ___________________________  CELL NUMBER: _______________________ 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMPLOYER ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OCCUPATION _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BUSINESS ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BUSINESS PHONE # _______________________ 

 
COMMITTEES OF INTEREST TO YOU 

(List no more than 3 committees - please be specific)  

1. ______________________________________________  

2. ______________________________________________  

3. ______________________________________________  

 

What education or special training do you have which you feel particularly fits you for the appointment to this 

position? (attach a resume or bio if relevant) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

              

              

   

What work experience or other experience do you have which will be beneficial in carrying out the responsibilities 

of this position? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

              

              

 

Why are you interested in serving on this Committee? ________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Volunteer Commitments? __________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________                         

 

 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT                                                                               DATE 
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Consideration and ACTION to ratify the property tax increase 
as reflected in the 2017/2018 budget. 

Since we will receive more revenue due to additional property valuations each Council Person 

must vote separately to acknowledge that there is an increase in revenue even though the tax rate 

will remain the same at $0.715 per $100 valuation.  The increase over last year's budget is 

$195,328 or 18% and of that amount $230,970 is tax revenue to be raised from new property 

added to the tax roll this year due to annexation and exchange of territory with Brownsville.  The 

amount received when the exact properties are compared is approximately $35,642 less than last 

year. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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 City Council Meeting: 09/12/17 06:00 PM 
 200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary 

 Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Ordinances 
  Prepared By: Pam Denny 

 REVIEWED Initiator: Pam Denny 

 Sponsors:  

 ACTION ITEM (ID # 2295) DOC ID: 2295 A 

Updated: 9/6/2017 3:23 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1 

Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of 
Ordinance 484 adopting the budgets for fiscal year 

2017/2018. 

This will adopt the budget as we have discussed and reviewed over the last several meetings. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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Updated: 9/6/2017 3:27 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1 

Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of 
Ordinance 485 approving the 2017 tax roll and levying 

municipal ad valorem taxes for the use, benefit and support 
of the City and directing the assessment and collection 

thereof. 

This ordinance sets the property tax rate at $0.715 per $100 valuation like we have discussed 

which is the same rate we have had for the last 10 years.  The Operations tax rate will be 

$0.620491 and the debt tax rate will be $0.094509. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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A.  Wastewater Plant Update B.  Water Plant Update C.  Water 
& Wastewater Engineering Study D.  Whipple Road 

Wastewater Extension E.  Nature Park F.  Hike & Bike Trails G.  
Montes-Castro Park H.  TxDot Sidewalk Projects I.  Welcome 

Sign J.  CDBG 2015-2016 Grant K.  Memorial Park 

A.  Wastewater Plant Update - We are working to get bid documents ready to begin advertising 

for the chlorine contact basin and the sludge drying beds as soon as TWDB approves.  Hopefully 

we can bid the soon to start construction on that portion.  The headworks portion will need to be 

designed first taking about 120 days and then approval by TWDB.  Once that is done we can 

advertise and begin construction on that. 

 

B.  Water Plant Update - Guzman & Munoz Engineering is working on the detailed items that 

need to be done by a contractor to include as part of the study he is doing so we can hopefully 

get funding through TWBD. 

 

C.  Water & Wastewater Engineering Study - Guzman & Munoz Engineering continues to work 

on design, surveying, easements or property required for east and west Highway 100 as well as 

north on FM 1575.  They are also studying all the existing water and wastewater lines in the city 

to determine which need to be replaced for various reasons. 

 

D.  Whipple Road Wastewater Extension - Naismith-Hanson Engineering is working to get the 

bid specifications ready for us to advertise, bid, award contract and begin construction. 

 

E.  Nature Park - Naismith-Hanson Engineering has the Master Plan complete.  Now they will 

begin working on the specific details so we can convert that to a bid package. 

 

F.  Hike & Bike Trails - Halff Associates is working on the final design, the timeline and a 

construction estimate.  We received final approval from Cameron County Drainage District #1 

and have an agreement signed and in place by their Board.  I will be meeting with Bayview 

Irrigation District #11 and TxDOT to get final approval from them.  We also were awarded 

$200,000 trails grant through TPW so we will have $700,000 to work with.  However, this will 

cause a delay since additional environmental clearance will have to be done according to TPW 

regulations. 

 

G.  Montes-Castro Park - The contractor is ready to begin in the next few weeks.  Products and 

materials are being ordered. 

 

H.  TxDot Sidewalk Projects - The sidewalk project is almost complete except 2 locations that 

need final approval from TxDot.  Once the approval is given the work will be completed 

1.7.1

Packet Pg. 115



Action Item (ID # 2297)  Meeting of September 12, 2017 

Updated: 9/7/2017 9:55 AM by Mark Milum A Page 2 

including a repair of a sidewalk for a business that was damaged during the work.  We are trying 

to get a timeline from TxDot.  They keep saying soon. 

  

I.  Welcome Sign - Work continues.  It is looking good and should be done in another month or 

so.   

 

J.  CDBG 2015-2016 Grant -  This is to repave East Sixth and East Ninth Streets, a total of 3 

blocks.  Construction is progressing and looking real good. 

 

K.  Memorial Park - The exercise equipment bases have been installed.  We are waiting on the 

concrete contractor to give us a time they can do the concrete work.  Once that is done the rest of 

the equipment can be installed and be ready for use.        
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Finance Report 1.  Monthly Report 2.  Year-to-Date 

Call with questions. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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Public Works Report 1.  Water and Wastewater Activity 2.  
Calls for Service 3.  Building Permits 4.  Recycling 

Call with questions. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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Police Department Report 1.  Arrests 2.  Incidents 3.  
Accidents 

Call with questions. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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Municipal Court Report 1.  Monthly Report 

Call with questions. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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Library Report 1.  Monthly Report 

Call with questions. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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Fire Marshal's Report 1.  Monthly Report 

Call with questions. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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