
City Council 200 North Brazil

Los Fresnos, TX  78566

Regular Meeting
http://citylf.cloudaccess.net/en//

~ Agenda ~
Tuesday, September 13, 2016 6:00 PM City Hall

Generated 9/8/2016 4:46 PM

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE {MeetGroup} OF THE CITY OF LOS 
FRESNOS PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 551, TITLE 5 OF THE TEXAS GOVERNMENT 
CODE, THE TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT, WILL MEET ON TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 AT 6:00 PM AT CITY HALL, 200 NORTH BRAZIL ST, LOS 
FRESNOS, TX 78566.

I. AGENDA

1. Call meeting to order 
2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Public Hearing

1. Public Hearing to receive comments from the public on the proposed 
budget for fiscal year 2016-2017. 

4. Consent Agenda

1. Approval or rejection of Minutes from August 9, 2016, August 25, 2016 
and August 30, 2016 meetings. 

2. Approval or rejection to approve a Resolution designating Los Fresnos 
News as the Official Newspaper for the fiscal year 2016-2017. 

3. Approval or rejection of a Resolution to endorse and support the 
development of a Hike & Bike Trail through the Bahia Grande Unit of the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge. 

4. Approval or rejection to adopt the Lower Rio Grande Valley Active 
Transportation and Active Tourism Plan, the Active Plan, as a part of the 
City's Comprehensive Plan. 

5. Approval or rejection to approve bids received for water, wastewater and 
swimming pool chemicals. 

6. Approval or rejection to approve the following Service Agreements: A.  
Los Fresnos Volunteer Fire Department B.  Los Fresnos Ambulance 
Service C.  Los Fresnos Chamber of Commerce 

7. Approval or rejection to acknowledge the financial report and cash 
investment report for the 3rd quarter ending June 30, 2016. 

5. Visitor remarks - To speak you must sign in with City Secretary prior to the 
meeting and you have a limit of 3 minutes to speak.
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6. Action Items

1. Consideration and ACTION to approve an Interlocal Agreement between 
the City of Los Fresnos and Olmito Water Supply for utilities. 

2. Consideration and ACTION to approve bids for the Nature Park parking 
lot and restrooms. 

3. Consideration and ACTION to ratify the property tax increase as reflected 
in the 2016-2017 budget. 

4. Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of Ordinance 475 
adopting the budget for the fiscal year 2016-2017. 

5. Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of Ordinance 476 
approving the tax roll for 2016 and levying municipal ad valorem taxes for 
the use, benefit and support of the municipal government; and directing 
the assessment and collection. 

6. Discussion on areas for annexation. 
7. Consideration and ACTION to approve funding for swings at Memorial 

Park. 

7. Update by City Manager

1. A.  Wastewater Plant Expansion B.  Los Fresnos Nature Park C.  Hike & 
Bike Trails D.  Hazardous Mitigation Plan E.  Certificates of Obligation F.  
Montes-Castro Park G.  New City Hall H.  Welcome Sign I.  Brownsville 
Land Exchange J.  Newly Annexed Area 

8. Department Head Reports

1. Financial Report 1.  Monthly 2.  Year-to-Date 
2. Public Works Report 1.  Water and Wastewater Activity 2.  Calls for 

Service 3.  Building Permits 4.  Recycling 
3. Police Department Report 1.  Arrests 2.  Incidents 3.  Accidents 
4. Municipal Court Report 1.  Monthly Report 
5. Library Report 1.  Monthly Report 
6. Fire Marshal's Report 1.  Monthly Report 

9. Adjournment 
This is to certify that I, Pam Denny, posted this agenda on the front bulletin board of the City 
Hall on September 8, 2016 on or before 5:30 p.m. and it shall remain so posted continuously for 
at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of said meeting.
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________________________

Pam Denny, City Secretary

Persons with any disabilities that would like to attend meetings must notify City Secretary 24 
hours in advance so that the City can make arrangements for that disabled person.
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Public Hearing to receive comments from the public on the 
proposed budget for fiscal year 2016-2017.
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Approval or rejection of Minutes from August 9, 2016, August 
25, 2016 and August 30, 2016 meetings.

I recommend approval.

1.4.1
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Approval or rejection to approve a Resolution designating 
Los Fresnos News as the Official Newspaper for the fiscal 

year 2016-2017.
I recommend approval.
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Approval or rejection of a Resolution to endorse and support 
the development of a Hike & Bike Trail through the Bahia 
Grande Unit of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's Laguna 

Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge.
I recommend approval.
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Approval or rejection to adopt the Lower Rio Grande Valley 
Active Transportation and Active Tourism Plan, the Active 

Plan, as a part of the City's Comprehensive Plan.
The plan is approximately 150 pages.  Pam has a copy if you would like to come in to review.  It 
includes the items we already have in our master plan for the hike and bike trails.  It does not 
commit us to anything unless we have the funds for it.  We are always looking for funds and will 
continue to do so just as we have in the past.

I recommend approval.  
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Approval or rejection to approve bids received for water, 
wastewater and swimming pool chemicals.

See recommendation on attachment.
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Approval or rejection to approve the following Service 
Agreements: A.  Los Fresnos Volunteer Fire Department B.  

Los Fresnos Ambulance Service C.  Los Fresnos Chamber of 
Commerce

These agreement amounts are reflected in the budget.
A.  Fire - $75,000
B.  EMS - $100,000
C.  Chamber - $24,000

I recommend approval.
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Approval or rejection to acknowledge the financial report and 
cash investment report for the 3rd quarter ending June 30, 

2016.
We have moved some funds into the Lone Star Investments due to a higher interest rate.  We are 
also getting a little higher interest rate from First Community Bank as well.  It still is not great 
but it is better than it has been in  quite a while.

I recommend approval.
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Consideration and ACTION to approve an Interlocal 
Agreement between the City of Los Fresnos and Olmito 

Water Supply for utilities.
With the annexation we did in 2012 and 2016 as well as the land swap with Brownsville, most of 
that area is served with water and wastewater through Olmito Water Supply.  This agreement 
will allow us to let them bill those residents for garbage on their monthly water bill.  They will 
reimburse us on a monthly basis.  For that service we will pay $5 per account for the setup and 
then $1.50 per month for each account.  This is similar to the agreement with East Rio Hondo 
Water Supply.  They also charge us $5 per account for the setup and then $1 and 1.75% which 
computes to about $0.50 to $1 depending on the amount of the bill.  This will help us with them 
billing and collecting with water whereas we would just be collecting on a garbage cart.  
Sometimes they don't pay for just the garbage cart but do pay it with the water bill.

I recommend approval. 
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Bid
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1912) DOC ID: 1912 A

Updated: 9/7/2016 3:52 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Consideration and ACTION to approve bids for the Nature 
Park parking lot and restrooms.

The bids are due on Thursday.  Hopefully we will have some great bids for your approval.

I recommend approval.
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Fiscal Year Budget
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1892) DOC ID: 1892 A

Updated: 9/7/2016 3:13 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Consideration and ACTION to ratify the property tax increase 
as reflected in the 2016-2017 budget.

Since we will receive more revenue due to additional property valuations each Council Person 
must vote separately to acknowledge that there is an increase in revenue even though the tax rate 
will remain the same at $0.715 per $100 valuation.  The increase over last year's budget is 
$191,950 or 19% and of that amount $105,313 is tax revenue to be raised from new property 
added to the tax roll this year.

I recommend approval.
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Fiscal Year Budget
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1893) DOC ID: 1893 A

Updated: 9/7/2016 3:16 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of 
Ordinance 475 adopting the budget for the fiscal year 2016-

2017.
This will adopt the budget as we have discussed and reviewed over the last several months.

I recommend approval.
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Tax Rate
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1894) DOC ID: 1894 A

Updated: 9/7/2016 3:20 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of 
Ordinance 476 approving the tax roll for 2016 and levying 

municipal ad valorem taxes for the use, benefit and support 
of the municipal government; and directing the assessment 

and collection.
This ordinance sets the property tax rate at $0.715 per $100 valuation like we have discussed 
which is the same rate we have had for the last 9 years.  The Operations tax rate will be 
$0.629058 and the debt tax rate will be $0.085942.

I recommend approval.
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Annexation
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1895) DOC ID: 1895 A

Updated: 9/8/2016 4:35 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Discussion on areas for annexation.
I need direction on areas the Council would like us to look at in future annexation.  There are 
areas that were mentioned by Lance that need to be done to match the County and City together 
with the TIRZ.  They are labeled T1, T2 and T3, as well as C2 which is the area south of 
Whipple Road from the existing city limits at Valle Alto to just past the new apartments.  The 
area along FM 803 we have discussed by Los Fresnos United is labeled A3.  There are a couple 
of areas that we could annex to show a better boundary and not include any houses to have to 
provide services.  Those areas are D1 and D2.  

1.6.6
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Agreement
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1913) DOC ID: 1913 A

Updated: 9/8/2016 4:42 PM by Pam Denny A Page 1

Consideration and ACTION to approve funding for swings at 
Memorial Park.

Currently we do not have swings at Memorial Park.  The plan is to add swings just like they are 
at Community Park.  CDC will consider this on Monday night.  The total cost will be 
approximately $20,000.  If they fund it at 100% the Council will need to approve their 
expenditure.  They could ask that the City share in the funding.

I recommend approval of either way but hopefully with full CDC funding.
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Report
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1896) DOC ID: 1896 A

Updated: 9/7/2016 3:48 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

A.  Wastewater Plant Expansion B.  Los Fresnos Nature Park 
C.  Hike & Bike Trails D.  Hazardous Mitigation Plan E.  

Certificates of Obligation F.  Montes-Castro Park G.  New City 
Hall H.  Welcome Sign I.  Brownsville Land Exchange J.  

Newly Annexed Area
A.  Wastewater Plant Expansion - With budget work now over Carlos and I hope to have a 
proposal for the Council to look at in October.
B.  Nature Park - The bid opening for the parking lot and restroom is Thursday.  We hope we 
will have some good prices for you to approve.  Anna will also update on any progress the 
Master Plan.  Other good news is the County had $100,000 in additional CIAP funds come 
available if we could spend before December 31.  I said yes.  We agreed it would be best for 
approval from US Fish & Wildlife to use it to start constructing trails from crushed granite.  The 
County approved this at their meeting on Tuesday September 6.  If US Fish & Wildlife approves 
this we will get Naismith to bid this out to get it so the Council can approve bid in October.  This 
will give us time to get the construction done.
C.  Hike & Bike Trails - Halff has completed the update with the exception of one area we are 
working with the land owner to get an easement.  Once that is done we can finalize the 
specifications and get the project bid.  We are getting closer.
D.  Hazardous Mitigation Plan - Since budget work is almost done each City will have more time 
to spend getting this done.  We are getting close to having a preliminary draft.
E.  Certificates of Obligation - There is no change from last month.  Work on the Whipple Road 
wastewater design project is continuing.  We should have something in October since the 
expiring CIAP funds for the Nature Park was a priority.
F.  Montes-Castro Park - Naismith should have a layout for the park for the October meeting.  
Once again the Nature Park work with the CIAP funds have been a priority since they expire on 
December 31.  
G.  New City Hall - Now that we had our meeting and the information on the TIRZ we can 
proceed with hopefully street funding through that, we will get the Financial Advisors to look at 
the impact of the new city hall.  We'll work out a time for them to present something for the 
Council to consider in October or November.
H.  Welcome Sign - Gomez, Mendez & Saenz has sent the information out for bidding.  Bids are 
due on September 28.  It will be reviewed by them for a recommendation.  Then we will take it 
to the CDC board for approval since they are providing funds.  If approved by them it will be on 
the October Council meeting for your approval.  Once the approvals are done the contractor can 
get started.
I.  Brownsville Land Exchange - All is going well.  We are cleaning and patching streets.  Folks 
seem to be very happy.  We are providing good services.  We will work on street lights along 
Highway 100 in this area.  We sprayed the area for mosquitos on Thursday and Friday along 
with the rest of the town. 
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Action Item (ID # 1896) Meeting of September 13, 2016

Updated: 9/7/2016 3:48 PM by Mark Milum A Page 2

J.  Newly Annexed Area -All is going well.  We will work on street lights along Highway 100 in 
this area.  We sprayed the area for mosquitos on Thursday and Friday along with the rest of the 
town.
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Report
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1897) DOC ID: 1897 A

Updated: 9/7/2016 3:49 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Financial Report 1.  Monthly 2.  Year-to-Date
Call with questions.
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Report
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1898) DOC ID: 1898 A

Updated: 9/6/2016 5:24 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Public Works Report 1.  Water and Wastewater Activity 2.  
Calls for Service 3.  Building Permits 4.  Recycling

Call with questions.
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Report
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1899) DOC ID: 1899 A

Updated: 9/6/2016 5:23 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Police Department Report 1.  Arrests 2.  Incidents 3.  
Accidents

Call with questions.
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Report
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1900) DOC ID: 1900 A

Updated: 9/6/2016 5:20 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Municipal Court Report 1.  Monthly Report
Call with questions.
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Report
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1901) DOC ID: 1901 A

Updated: 9/6/2016 5:19 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Library Report 1.  Monthly Report
Call with questions.
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City Council Meeting: 09/13/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Report
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1902) DOC ID: 1902 B

Updated: 9/6/2016 5:22 PM by Mark Milum B Page 1

Fire Marshal's Report 1.  Monthly Report
Call with questions.
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