
 City Council 200 North Brazil 

  Los Fresnos, TX  78566 

 Regular Meeting http://citylf.cloudaccess.net/en// 

 

 ~ Agenda ~  

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 6:00 PM City Hall 

Generated 11/10/2016 8:38 AM 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE {MeetGroup} OF THE CITY OF LOS 

FRESNOS PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 551, TITLE 5 OF THE TEXAS GOVERNMENT 

CODE, THE TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT, WILL MEET ON TUESDAY, 

NOVEMBER 15, 2016 AT 6:00 PM AT CITY HALL, 200 NORTH BRAZIL ST, LOS 

FRESNOS, TX 78566. 

I. AGENDA 

1. Call meeting to order  

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance  

3. Public Hearings: 

1. Public hearing regarding the Texas Department of Agriculture's CDBG 

Program.  Citizens are encouraged to attend to discuss the citizen 

participation plan, local housing and community development needs, 

available funding, eligible activities, past use of funds, and development 

of CDBG application.  

2. First public hearing to receive comments on the proposed annexation of 

property.  

4. Consent Agenda 
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1. Approval or rejection of Minutes from October 11, 2016 and October 18, 

2016 meetings.  

2. Approval or rejection to approve the renewal of the Memorandum of 

Understanding between the City of Los Fresnos Police Department and the 

Los Fresnos Consolidated Independent School District Police Department.  

3. Approval or rejection to aprove the reassign of City Engineer from 

Naismith Engineering to Hanson Professional Services, Inc.  

4. Approval or rejection of a Fair Housing Proclamation  

5. Approval or rejection to designate authorized signators for the 2016 Texas 

CDBG program contract 7216300.  

6. Approval or rejection adopting required CDBG Civil Right Policies.  

7. Approval or rejection to approve the Los Fresnos Community 

Development Corporation expenditures for Welcome Sign and street 

lights.  

5. Visitor Remarks -To speak you must sign in with City Secretary prior to the 

meeting and you have a limit of 3 minutes to speak. 

6. Action Items 

1. Consideration and ACTION to accept or reject any or all proposals 

received for group health insurance, group life insurance and supplemental 

insurance.  

2. Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of Ordinance 479 

amending Chapter 18, Article III, Sections 18-75 through 18-79 of the 

Code of Ordinances concerning the sale, use and discharge of fireworks in 

the City of Los Fresnos.  

3. Consideration and ACTION to approve changes to the fee schedule for 

solid waste rates.  

4. Review the Master Plan for the Montes-Castro Park.  

7. Acknowledgement of City Manager's Report 

1. A.  Wastewater Plant Upgrade B.  Water Plant Issues C.  Water & 

Wastewater Engineering Study D.  Nature Park E.  Hike & Bike Trails F.  

Montes-Castro Park G. TxDot Sidewalk Project H.  CDBG 2015-2016 I.  

CDBG 2016-2017 J.  Welcome Sign K.  Hazardous Mitigation Plan   L.  

TxDot Work  

8. Acknowledgement of Department Head Reports 
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1. Financial Report 1.  Monthly 2.  Year-to-Date  

2. Public Works Report 1.  Water and Wastewater Activity 2.  Calls for 

Service 3.  Building Permits 4.  Recycling  

3. Police Department Report 1.  Arrests 2.  Incidents 3.  Accidents  

4. Municipal Court Report 1.  Monthly Report  

5. Library Report 1.  Monthly Report  

6. Fire Marshal's Report 1.  Monthly Report  

9. Adjournment  

This is to certify that I, Pam Denny, posted this agenda on the front bulletin board of the City 

Hall on November 10, 2016 on or before 5:30 p.m. and it shall remain so posted continuously for 

at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of said meeting. 

 

 

        ________________________ 

        Pam Denny, City Secretary 

 

Persons with any disabilities that would like to attend meetings must notify City Secretary 24 

hours in advance so that the City can make arrangements for that disabled person. 
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Public hearing regarding the Texas Department of 
Agriculture's CDBG Program.  Citizens are encouraged to 

attend to discuss the citizen participation plan, local housing 
and community development needs, available funding, 

eligible activities, past use of funds, and development of 
CDBG application. 

We have spent funds on lift station upgrades, park upgrades and street repairs over the last few 

cycles.  There are still streets that need work, lift station upgrades, water & wastewater line 

upgrades, drainage issues, etc.  This is to allow the public to give their opinion on where these 

funds should be utilized. 
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First public hearing to receive comments on the proposed 
annexation of property. 

This is an opportunity to listen to the public on the possibility of the areas discussed for 

annexation.  The Council's job is to listen and take these comments into consideration when 

making a final vote. 

1.3.2

Packet Pg. 6



1.3.2.a

Packet Pg. 7

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

u
b

lic
 H

ea
ri

n
g

 f
o

r 
A

n
n

ex
at

io
n

  (
19

68
 :

 P
u

b
lic

 H
ea

ri
n

g
 o

n
 A

n
n

ex
at

io
n

)



 City Council Meeting: 11/15/16 06:00 PM 
 200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary 

 Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Minutes 
  Prepared By: Pam Denny 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny 

 Sponsors:  

 ACTION ITEM (ID # 1969) DOC ID: 1969 A 

Updated: 11/8/2016 4:56 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1 

Approval or rejection of Minutes from October 11, 2016 and 
October 18, 2016 meetings. 

I recommend approval. 
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Approval or rejection to approve the renewal of the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Los 

Fresnos Police Department and the Los Fresnos 
Consolidated Independent School District Police Department. 

This is the annual agreement we have with the school on assistance we give them and the funds 

they give us for that particular service.  We work very well together and provide awesome 

service to our community and children of the Los Fresnos area.   

 

I recommend approval. 
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Approval or rejection to aprove the reassign of City Engineer 
from Naismith Engineering to Hanson Professional Services, 

Inc. 

As was mentioned previously Naismith Engineering has bee bought by Hanson Professional 

Services.  They have determined that they will change the name to Hanson Professional Services.  

This agreement reassigns the agreement we have with Naismith Engineering to Hanson 

Professional Services to continue to be our City Engineer.  Nothing will change from our 

standpoint as far as services except to the good as we will have more access to additional 

assistance and expertise in different areas.  If we decide later to move in a different direction we 

are free to do that.  At this time with the existing projects I believe it is in our best interest to 

continue with Hanson Professional Services. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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Approval or rejection of a Fair Housing Proclamation 

I recommend approval. 
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Approval or rejection to designate authorized signators for 
the 2016 Texas CDBG program contract 7216300. 

This is required for the CDBG grant that will fix several streets.  They are East Sixth Street from 

Pita Street to Como Street and East Ninth Street from Arroyo Boulevard to Como Street.  The 

signators are the same that we have on all of our accounts. 

 

I recommend approval.  
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Approval or rejection adopting required CDBG Civil Right 
Policies. 

This resolution assures we know and will follow regulations since we are receiving funds for the 

CBDG grant. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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Approval or rejection to approve the Los Fresnos Community 
Development Corporation expenditures for Welcome Sign 

and street lights. 

On Monday night the CDC Board approved to spend $74,062 for the main part of the sign and 

$18,500 for the digital part of the sign for a total of $92,562 for H2O Construction Services 

construct a Welcome sign on the west side of town at the IES property along Highway 100 west 

of FM 802. 

 

The CDC Board also approved to spend $11,381.25 for AEP to add street lights along Highway 

100 from about Tapia's Cafe to FM 803 to match lighting in the rest of the city.   

 

The CDC had the money in their current budget and also have approximately $200,000 in excess 

funds from prior years. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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Consideration and ACTION to accept or reject any or all 
proposals received for group health insurance, group life 

insurance and supplemental insurance. 

Insurance : 

Insurance proposals are up once again.  We received quite a few proposals.  The ones that had 

large deductibles or did not offer similar coverages we did not include in the comparison except 

we tried to include a proposal from each different carrier.  Fortunately it looks like we can save 

some funds with decreased cost.  I will review each. 

2 - Blue Cross Blue Shield - This will give us the exact same coverage as we have now except 

that it will go down $17.38 per employee per month.  That will be a savings of over $10,000.  

We have had great coverage and dealings with them and are happy with them. 

3 - Humana - The cost is quite a bit lower but the deductible is higher, out of network deductible 

is a lot higher  and most medicine is higher.  Additionally this cost is not final.  If we choose 

them they would have to rate us for a final cost that could be higher. 

4 - United Health Care - It is a little higher cost and the deductible is quite a bit more that will 

require more out of pocket for our employees.  Additionally the medicine and out of network is a 

lot more expensive. 

5 - Aetna - The cost is a little lower but the deductible is higher, the out of network deductible is 

higher and the medicine is higher.  Additionally this cost is not final.  If we choose them they 

would have to reate us for a final cost that could be higher.  We have had Aetna before and had 

much difficulty in them covering many items.  We were not happy. 

6 - TML -  The cost is a little lower, the deductible is the same or lower, the out of network 

deductible is the same or lower, the medicine is a little higher.  Additionally this cost is not final.  

If we choose them they would have to reate us for a final cost that could be higher.  Other cities 

have said they are not happy with their medical TML coverage as it does not have good 

coverage.  

 

I recommend staying with Blue Cross Blue Shield for health insurance with a reduction from 

$563.26 to $545.88. 

 

Life Insurance: 

We received proposals for insurance that we provide for each employee.  The best deal is 

actually Companion Life but we have been with Dearborn for a while and don't know anything 

about Companion Life.  It is only 1 cent different per employee per month so we feel it is wiser 

to keep the same coverage with the same company Dearborn. 

 

I recommend approval of Dearborn for life insurance. 
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Consideration and ACTION to approve the first reading of 
Ordinance 479 amending Chapter 18, Article III, Sections 18-
75 through 18-79 of the Code of Ordinances concerning the 

sale, use and discharge of fireworks in the City of Los 
Fresnos. 

This ordinance attempts to address ongoing issues surrounding fireworks.  Historically fireworks 

have not been permitted to be sold, used, transported or even possessed in the City limits.  As 

you know it is very difficult to enforce all of those except the sales of fireworks.  We feel that 

there needs to be a complete overhaul and new direction concerning fireworks.  There is no 

reason why our residents can not possess fireworks inside the city.  We also feel fireworks can be 

used as long as it is on private property during the proper selling dates within certain hours.  

Additionally we feel fireworks should be approved to be sold inside the City as well as long as it 

is in a proper commercial zone just like other businesses.  The specific regulations are indicated 

in the attached information. 

 

I recommend approval.  
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Consideration and ACTION to approve changes to the fee 
schedule for solid waste rates. 

As I mentioned when we approved the budget, Republic Services increased garbage rates by 4% 

as allowed in the contract.  The City has not increased rates in several years, absorbing the 4% or 

close to 4% each year.  This has created some prices actually higher that what we charge.  

Attached is the information.  I propose to increase the second garbage cart from $11 to $14 but 

leave the initial cart at $20.  Then I propose to increase the dumpster service to cost plus $20 for 

a handling fee.  Before we used percentages over the cost.  I have always felt that unfair since it 

costs the City the same to handle an account with a 2 yard container picked up 1 time per week 

as it does an 8 yard container 5 times per week.  I believe the $20 is fair and easier to explain. 

 

I recommend approval. 
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 Sponsors:  

 ACTION ITEM (ID # 1994) DOC ID: 1994 A 

Updated: 11/9/2016 3:05 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1 

Review the Master Plan for the Montes-Castro Park. 

Naismith Engineering will have the plan available for your review and comments. 
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 City Council Meeting: 11/15/16 06:00 PM 
 200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary 

 Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Report 
  Prepared By: Pam Denny 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny 

 Sponsors:  

 ACTION ITEM (ID # 1975) DOC ID: 1975 A 

Updated: 11/9/2016 3:03 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1 

A.  Wastewater Plant Upgrade B.  Water Plant Issues C.  
Water & Wastewater Engineering Study D.  Nature Park E.  

Hike & Bike Trails F.  Montes-Castro Park G. TxDot Sidewalk 
Project H.  CDBG 2015-2016 I.  CDBG 2016-2017 J.  Welcome 

Sign K.  Hazardous Mitigation Plan   L.  TxDot Work 

A.  Wastewater Plant Upgrade - Naismith Engineering still does not have a description and cost 

estimates for the proposed work to be done that was promised by the middle of October so I can 

send to TWDB to get approval to proceed.  Hopefully we will get that soon so we can send off. 

B.  Water Plant Issues - We are waiting for the last bids to come in on removing the sludge and 

will get work done immediately within a few weeks.  The filters have been repaired under 

warranty thanks to hard work by Carlos and his staff as well as Naismith Engineering.  They 

have begun work of upgrades on all the TECQ suggestions that we can do in house.  Guzman & 

Munoz Engineering is working on the more expensive and detailed items that need to be done by 

a contractor to include as part of the study he is doing so we can hopefully get funding through 

TWBD.  They are also looking to see if there is a less expensive way to install a bypass now that 

will help tremendously. 

C.  Water & Wastewater Engineering Study - Guzman & Munoz Engineering continues to work 

on design, surveying, easements or property required for east and west Highway 100 as well as 

north on FM 1575.  They are also studying all the existing water and wastewater lines in the city 

to determine which need to be replaced for various reasons.  City staff is trying to get all the right 

of entry for possible easements. 

D.  Nature Park - The parking lot construction has begun and is going great.  The restroom 

construction is set to begin any day.  I will have the approximate cost and the savings for the 

meeting.  The trails bid will be approved on Thursday.  The Master Plan for the entire park will 

be ready to look at on October 18 as well. 

E.  Hike & Bike Trails - We are waiting to hear from property owners on one area where there is 

not sufficient right-of-way for the trail.  Once we get that resolved Halff Associates can finalize 

the plans. 

F.  Montes/Castro Park - The Master Plan has been discussed in this meeting. 

G.  TxDOT Sidewalk Projects - The sidewalks on Arroyo Boulevard from Ocean Boulevard to 

Alvarez Court on both sides of the road and on Ocean Boulevard from Church's Chicken to 

Tapia's Cafe will be bid out in November.  Once the bids are approved they will begin 

construction probably sometime in December. 

H.  CDBG 2015-2016 Grant -  Once the contracts get signed and approved by TDA we will 

begin the process to get the street work designed by Naismith Engineering for East Sixth Street 

from Pita Street to Coma Street and East Ninth Street from Arroyo Boulevard to Coma Street. 

I.  CDBG 2016-2017 - The administrative services and engineering services are being approved 

at this meeting.  Over the next few months we will bring you some options on what we feel are 

the top priorities needed to be done with the available funds. 

1.7.1
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Action Item (ID # 1975)  Meeting of November 15, 2016 

Updated: 11/9/2016 3:03 PM by Mark Milum A Page 2 

J.  Welcome Sign - The project was approved by the CDC Board on November 7 and is up for 

your approval at this meeting. 

K.  Hazardous Mitigation Plan - We have the information posted at every cities web site and 

library for public comments.  Once that is complete the plan will be brought to each city for 

approval.  That will occur in the first quarter of the year. 

L.  TxDot Overlay - Foremost Paving completed the overlay.  All looks great.   

Light at Wal-Mart - TxDot has begun design on the light to be installed at Ocean Boulevard and 

Evergreen Street.  They have not indicated what the schedule will be yet. 
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Financial Report 1.  Monthly 2.  Year-to-Date 

I recommend approval. 
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Public Works Report 1.  Water and Wastewater Activity 2.  
Calls for Service 3.  Building Permits 4.  Recycling 

I recommend approval. 
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 ACTION ITEM (ID # 1978) DOC ID: 1978 A 

Updated: 11/8/2016 5:09 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1 

Police Department Report 1.  Arrests 2.  Incidents 3.  
Accidents 

I recommend approval. 
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Municipal Court Report 1.  Monthly Report 

I recommend approval. 
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 ACTION ITEM (ID # 1980) DOC ID: 1980 A 

Updated: 11/8/2016 5:13 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1 

Library Report 1.  Monthly Report 

I recommend approval. 
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Updated: 11/8/2016 5:16 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1 

Fire Marshal's Report 1.  Monthly Report 

I recommend approval. 
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