
City Council 200 North Brazil

Los Fresnos, TX  78566

Special Meeting
http://citylf.cloudaccess.net/en//

~ Agenda ~
Thursday, August 25, 2016 6:00 PM City Hall

Generated 8/19/2016 12:38 PM

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE {MeetGroup} OF THE CITY OF LOS 
FRESNOS PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 551, TITLE 5 OF THE TEXAS GOVERNMENT 
CODE, THE TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT, WILL MEET ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 
25, 2016 AT 6:00 PM AT CITY HALL, 200 NORTH BRAZIL ST, LOS FRESNOS, TX 
78566.

I. CALL TO ORDER

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

II. PUBLIC HEARING

1. First public hearing to receive comments from the public on the proposed tax rate 
for 2016. 

III. VISITOR REMARKS - TO SPEAK YOU MUST SIGN IN WITH CITY 
SECRETARY PRIOR TO MEETING AND YOU WILL HAVE 3 MINUTES TO 

SPEAK.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA
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1. Consideration and ACTION on the second and final reading of Ordinance 473 
ratifying the Agreement between the Cities of Los Fresnos and Brownsville, 
Texas, adjusting their common boundary line; releasing certain tracts of land to 
the City of Brownsville; receiving certain tracts of land presently situated in the 
city limits of Brownsville into the city limits of the City of Los Fresnos; providing 
a savings clause; providing a severability clause; and providing for an effective 
date. 

2. Consideration and ACTION on the second and final reading of Ordinance 474 
approving a negotiated resolution between the City of Los Fresnos and Texas Gas 
Service ("TGS" or "The Company") regarding the company's April 28, 2016 Cost 
of Service Adjustment ("COSA") filing; declaring existing rates to be 
unreasonable; adopting new tariffs that reflect rate adjustments consistent with the 
negotiated settlement and finding the rates to be set by the attached tariffs to be 
just and reasonable; providing for the recovery of the City's and TGS' reasonable 
and necessary rate case expenses; adopting a savings clause; determining that this 
ordinance was passed in accordance with the requirements of the Texas Open 
Meetings Act; declaring an effective date; repealing and prior ordinances 
inconsistent with this ordinance and requiring delivery of this ordinance to the 
Company's and the City's legal counsel. 

3. Consideration and ACTION to approve the renewal of the annual contract 
between the City of Los Fresnos and Tropical Texas Behavioral Health. 

4. Consideration and ACTION to approve a budget amendment for fiscal year 2015-
2016. 

V. ACTION ITEM

1. Consideration and ACTION to give directions to the City Manager on plans for 
street repairs. 

VI. BUDGET WORKSHOP

1. Budget Workshop for fiscal year 2016-2017. 

VII. ADJOURNMENT

This is to certify that I, Pam Denny, posted this agenda on the front bulletin board of the City 
Hall on August 19, 2016 on or before 5:30 p.m. and it shall remain so posted continuously for at 
least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of said meeting.

________________________
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Pam Denny, City Secretary

Persons with any disabilities that would like to attend meetings must notify City Secretary 24 
hours in advance so that the City can make arrangements for that disabled person.
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ACTION ITEM (ID # 1873) DOC ID: 1873 A
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First public hearing to receive comments from the public on 
the proposed tax rate for 2016.

As discussed at the last meeting the budget is based on a tax rate of $0.715 per $100 valuation.  
This is the same rate that it has been for the last 9 years.  This is an opportunity to listen to the 
public concerning the proposed tax rate.

2.1
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NOTICE OF 2016 TAX YEAR PROPOSED 
PROPERTY TAX RATE FOR CITY OF LOS 

FRESNOS

A tax rate of $0.715000 per $100 valuation has been proposed for adoption by the governing body of CITY 
OF LOS FRESNOS. This rate exceeds the lower of the effective or rollback tax rate, and state law requires 
that two public hearings be held by the governing body before adopting the proposed tax rate. 

The governing body of CITY OF LOS FRESNOS proposes to use revenue attributable to the tax rate 
increase for the purpose of Will allow for one new employee, new vehicles and employee raises.. 

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.715000 per $100
PRECEDING YEAR'S TAX RATE $0.715000 per $100
EFFECTIVE TAX RATE $0.691639 per $100
ROLLBACK TAX RATE $0.773417 per $100

The effective tax rate is the total tax rate needed to raise the same amount of property tax revenue for CITY 
OF LOS FRESNOS from the same properties in both the 2015 tax year and the 2016 tax year. 

The rollback tax rate is the highest tax rate that CITY OF LOS FRESNOS may adopt before voters are 
entitled to petition for an election to limit the rate that may be approved to the rollback rate. 

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE ABOVE RATES CAN BE CALCULATED AS 
FOLLOWS: 

property tax amount= (rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100 

For assistance or detailed information about tax calculations, please contact: 

JESSE GARCIA JR RTA CTA CSA 
CITY OF LOS FRESNOS tax assessor-collector 
964 E HARRISON; BROWNSVILLE TX 78520 
(956) 544-0800 
assessor_collector@co.cameron.tx.us 
www.citylf.us 

You are urged to attend and express your views at the following public hearings on the proposed tax rate: 

First Hearing: August 25, 2016 at 6:00PM at CITY HALL.

Second Hearing: August 30, 2016 at 6:00PM at CITY HALL.
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Consideration and ACTION on the second and final reading 
of Ordinance 473 ratifying the Agreement between the Cities 

of Los Fresnos and Brownsville, Texas, adjusting their 
common boundary line; releasing certain tracts of land to the 
City of Brownsville; receiving certain tracts of land presently 
situated in the city limits of Brownsville into the city limits of 

the City of Los Fresnos; providing a savings clause; 
providing a severability clause; and providing for an effective 

date.
This is the final reading of the ordinance to take over this area as of September 1.  We are 
working with several residents on their mailing addresses.  We are also looking into the issue of 
the extension of Whipple Road being a public or private road.  The sewer services that some 
mentioned in the public hearing deal with a few homes about a half of a mile from existing 
services.  Due to the distance and the few homes there, we will not have to work with the sewer 
provider in that area to bring service unless we want to.  It would be more expense than value.  
We have everything in place for us to begin City of Los Fresnos services on September 1.  
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Consideration and ACTION on the second and final reading 
of Ordinance 474 approving a negotiated resolution between 

the City of Los Fresnos and Texas Gas Service ("TGS" or 
"The Company") regarding the company's April 28, 2016 Cost 

of Service Adjustment ("COSA") filing; declaring existing 
rates to be unreasonable; adopting new tariffs that reflect 

rate adjustments consistent with the negotiated settlement 
and finding the rates to be set by the attached tariffs to be 

just and reasonable; providing for the recovery of the City's 
and TGS' reasonable and necessary rate case expenses; 

adopting a savings clause; determining that this ordinance 
was passed in accordance with the requirements of the 
Texas Open Meetings Act; declaring an effective date; 
repealing and prior ordinances inconsistent with this 

ordinance and requiring delivery of this ordinance to the 
Company's and the City's legal counsel.

Legal Counsel representing cities reviewed the proposed rate increase and came to a settlement 
that resulted in $300,000 less in increases.  They recommend we accept this as presented in the 
attachment.

I recommend approval.
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Consideration and ACTION to approve the renewal of the 
annual contract between the City of Los Fresnos and 

Tropical Texas Behavioral Health.
This is an extension to the contract for a Police Officer that we have been doing for the last 
several years.  The agreement pays all the costs for the officer.  Quite a few cities are involved 
and what they do helps each department keep their officers on the street while this group handles 
these types of issues.

I recommend approval.

4.3

Packet Pg. 23



4.3.a

Packet Pg. 24

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 T

ro
p

ic
al

 T
ex

as
 B

eh
av

io
ra

l C
o

n
tr

ac
t 

R
en

ew
al

  (
18

76
 :

 T
ro

p
ic

al
 T

ex
as

 B
eh

av
io

ra
l C

o
n

tr
ac

t)



4.3.a

Packet Pg. 25

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 T

ro
p

ic
al

 T
ex

as
 B

eh
av

io
ra

l C
o

n
tr

ac
t 

R
en

ew
al

  (
18

76
 :

 T
ro

p
ic

al
 T

ex
as

 B
eh

av
io

ra
l C

o
n

tr
ac

t)



4.3.a

Packet Pg. 26

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 T

ro
p

ic
al

 T
ex

as
 B

eh
av

io
ra

l C
o

n
tr

ac
t 

R
en

ew
al

  (
18

76
 :

 T
ro

p
ic

al
 T

ex
as

 B
eh

av
io

ra
l C

o
n

tr
ac

t)



City Council Meeting: 08/25/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Budget Amendment
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1879) DOC ID: 1879 A

Updated: 8/18/2016 3:00 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Consideration and ACTION to approve a budget amendment 
for fiscal year 2015-2016.

The lending institution for our CO's notified us that their system did not bill us for interest in the 
amount of $41,868.75 for 8/1/15, which is a year ago.  They just discovered it so we need to pay 
it.  The amendment increases the amount in that fund.  We have sufficient funds to cover as we 
have over $80,000 in the debt fund for emergencies.

I recommend approval.

4.4

Packet Pg. 27



4.4.a

Packet Pg. 28

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 B

u
d

g
et

 A
m

en
d

m
en

t 
fo

r 
D

eb
t 

S
er

vi
ce

  (
18

79
 :

 B
u

d
g

et
 A

m
en

d
m

en
t)



4.4.a

Packet Pg. 29

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 B

u
d

g
et

 A
m

en
d

m
en

t 
fo

r 
D

eb
t 

S
er

vi
ce

  (
18

79
 :

 B
u

d
g

et
 A

m
en

d
m

en
t)



City Council Meeting: 08/25/16 06:00 PM
200 North Brazil Department: City Secretary

Los Fresnos, TX  78566 Category: Agreement
Prepared By: Pam Denny

SCHEDULED Initiator: Pam Denny
Sponsors: 

ACTION ITEM (ID # 1878) DOC ID: 1878 A

Updated: 8/19/2016 12:35 PM by Mark Milum A Page 1

Consideration and ACTION to give directions to the City 
Manager on plans for street repairs.

I will have some information to share with you so you can give me direction on how you want to 
handle street repairs.
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Budget Workshop for fiscal year 2016-2017.
We will go over budget for next year.
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